The following definitions are taken from the Mass. DESE Career/Vocational Technical Advisory
Committee Guide, 2008:

Each school committee shall appoint a General Advisory Committee (GAC) for all
vocational technical education programs under its control. The General Advisory
Committee shall include, but not be limited to, chairpersons of the program advisory
committees. Every effort shall be made to ensure that membership on the General
Advisory Committee includes females, racial and linguistic minorities, persons with
disabilities and individuals in occupations nontraditional for their gender who are
representative of the particular district or community served by the school. The General
Advisory Committee shall meet at least twice per year, provided that one of the meetings
is with the school committee. Meetings shall comply with the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L.
¢.39, 5.23B. It shall be the responsibility of the General Advisory Committee to advise the
school committee, based on adequate and timely information, as to the planning,
operation, and evaluation of vocational technical instruction provided by programs
under its control. The chief administrative officer of the school committee, or designee,
shall act as facilitator to the General Advisory Committee.

Each school committee shall appoint a Program Advisory Committee (PAC) for each
program area under its control. The Program Advisory Committee shall consist of
representatives of local business and industry related to the program, organized labor,
postsecondary institutions, parents/guardians, students, and representatives from
registered apprenticeship programs if the program area has such registered programs;
provided however, that no member of the school committee, or other school official or
school personnel shall serve on the committee. Every effort shall be made to ensure that
membership on the Advisory Committee includes females, racial and linguistic
minorities, persons with disabilities and individuals in occupations nontraditional for
their gender who are representative of the particular district or community served by the
school. The members shall appoint a facilitator who in most cases would be a program
teacher or a program supervisor/director. The Program Advisory Committee shall meet
at least twice per year. Meetings shall comply with the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. c. 39,
8.23B. It shall be the responsibility of the Program Advisory Committee to advise, assist,
and support school personnel in order to improve planning, operation, and evaluation in
its program area. Such advice shall be based on adequate and timely information as to
workforce and job development demands or job market trends, technological
developments, training alternatives and other factors affecting the quality of the
program.



